



Welcome!

Thank you for attending this consultation on democratic renewal! As the Liberal Critic for Democratic Renewal, I am responsible (in partnership with the democratic renewal caucus and the Leader) for responding to urgent issues regarding democracy, shaping the next Liberal election platform and directing the longer-term democratic policies that would guide a Liberal government in the future. We are asking for you to help us decide which issues we should address in all three of these areas.

We believe that democratic government must adhere to three fundamental principles:

· The government must represent its citizens so that the government’s decisions reflect the will of its citizens.

· The government must be open and honest so that citizens can evaluate whether it is doing a good job.

· The government must use the best available information in areas such as science and social research so that it can make the best possible decisions.

These principles are by no means exclusive to the Liberal Party - they are virtually universal, and are reflected in the policy statements of all of Canada’s major political parties. For example, we are currently working with the other parties to help reform Question Period, restore the long-form census and protect the role of Parliament. But our goal is for the Liberal Party to become Canada’s best advocate for democracy.
Three Guiding Principles
	Representation
Question Period
Government accountability to Parliament
Citizen literacy and engagement
Achieving gender balance for MPs
Electoral and senate renewal
	Openness and honesty 
Access to Information Act
Open data policy
Whistleblower protection
Anticorruption laws
Privacy protection
	Information
The long-form census
Parliamentary Officers (eg auditor)
Independent advisers
Agencies (Rights and Democracy)
The muzzling of Civil Society


The three principles and some sample issues. See the following pages for more examples.

In the table above, we have shown how several important issues address the fundamental principles of democracy. As you take part in this discussion, think about which issues are most important to you, why, and what you think the Liberal Party should do about them. Think about what Canada is doing well, what could be improved and what needs major improvements. Consider which ideas are likely to gain the broadest possible support across party lines.

The rest of this workbook contains additional information on some of these issues. We hope you find it useful, and thanks again for taking part!

Carolyn Bennett, MP

Liberal Critic for Democratic Renewal

Today’s Consultation

The Liberal Party already has a well-known position on several democratic renewal issues: we plan to limit the Prime Minister’s ability to prorogue parliament, restore the mandatory long-form census and reinforce the primacy of Parliament. 

Our current priorities for the future include increasing the number of women MPs and enhancing citizen engagement between elections.

The primary purpose of this consultation is to hear which issues are most important to you, and how you think the Liberal Party should address them. This will let us decide whether we’re on the right track, and will influence the direction our party makes.  With this in mind, here is how today’s consultation will proceed:

1. Decide which of the three main principles interest you the most, and find other participants with similar interests. We will help you form yourselves into groups. If one of the three principles has a large number of people, you may choose to split into smaller groups based on your interest level. For example, the group for principle 2 may be divided into 2 groups; one group may focus on the Access to Information Act, while another works on privacy.
2. Choose a notetaker for each group. This notetaker will report back to all participants at the end of the session, and will be responsible for handing in their notes to us as well.

3. Discuss what your priorities are, how Canada’s currently doing and what the Liberal Party should advocate for.

4. At the end of the session, the notetakers will all present their findings and hand in their notes. Notetakers can also clean up their notes and send them in afterwards. In addition, anyone can use their Blackberries to send ideas to bennec0@parl.gc.ca at any time.

After the consultation is over (or if you’re just reading this online), we’d still like to hear from you! There are three ways to get in touch:

· Send an e-mail to bennec0@parl.gc.ca with your thoughts.
· If you are not online, you can contact our office at 613.995.9666 or write us at Hon. Carolyn Bennett, M.P., 804 Justice Bldg., House of Commons, Ottawa, ON  K0A 0A6 (postage free) 
· We are trying out a new tool for online policy development. If you are a Liberal member, apply for an account at pocolib.ca - we’ll show you how to make a suggestion that anyone can see, and you can work with your riding or commission to try to gain support for your idea.
Finally, feel free to ask any questions - we’re here to help!

Issue 1: Representing Canadians

These issues concern parliamentarians - our representatives - as well as the role of individual citizens at the highest levels of government. Additional reading is shown for each topic.
Parliamentary renewal: How can hyper-partisan behaviour be reduced? Can we reform Question Period to make it more useful? What power should parliamentary committees have? Should the government be forced to honour parliamentary motions? Should we restrict the Prime Minister’s power to prorogue parliament and declare bills to be issues of confidence?
Sears: Minority Government: From Productive to Dysfunctional.

Axworthy: Parliamentary Reform –Everything Old is New Again
Representative MPs: How do we increase the number of women in parliament? How about the number of Aboriginal peoples, visible minorities, or people with disabilities?

Bennett: A Woman’s Place is in the House
Democracy between elections: How can political parties work to better represent their supporters? How can we improve civic engagement and outreach?

Liberal Party: A Time to Act - the Report of the Change Commission
Electoral renewal: Should we have a discussion with Canadians about the (un)fairness of the current first-past-the-post voting system? Would a proportional (PR, MMP), per-riding (AV/IRV) or hybrid (STV) ballot work better? How should we increase voter turnout and make voting easier? Should we lower the voting age, or consider electronic or online voting?

Law Commission of Canada: Voting Counts - Electoral Renewal for Canada
Senate renewal: How should Senators be chosen? By an approved appointment method? Or by election, and if so, by what method? Note that this would require a constitutional amendment.

How should senators be distributed between provinces and territories?

Cowan: Speech to the Senate, March 11, 2010
Citizen access to parliamentarians: Citizens can currently contact their own MPs or attempt to write letters to ministers, but the response is up to the individual MPs. Should we provide more structured ways for citizens to communicate with parliamentarians?
Issue 2: Ensuring Openness and Honesty
These issues involve the ability for citizens to monitor the operation of the government, and the rules that constrain the government so that it behaves honestly and ethically. Since many of these topics are interrelated, we are not providing additional reading for individual topics. Instead, you can start with the Liberal Renewal Commission report on Citizen Engagement (and other work by Peter Macleod), the work of Ursula Franklin, David Eaves, the Canadian Community for Dialogue and Deliberation and Tom Steinberg.
Transparency and the Access to Information Act: how can we promote a culture of openness and prevent the government from interfering with Access to Information requests? What information about the government’s operations should be made public by default?

Open data policy: Many other countries strive to make as much data collected by the government freely available - for example, data.gov in the United States and data.gov.uk in the United Kingdom. Should this be a priority for Canada as well?
The civil service: Is the civil service sufficiently responsive to the needs of citizens? How could we improve the ability of Canadians to influence apolitical aspects of the services that affect them?

Government appointments: How should appointments to senior government posts - such as the heads of arms-lengths agencies - be accomplished?

Ethics and whistleblower protection: Do we need to enhance the power of the Ethics Commissioner? Or would increased transparency be sufficient? Do we need to do more to protect whistleblowers from within government?

Civic literacy: Should the government be responsible for educating citizens about the working of their government? How could this be accomplished?

Issue 3: Using the Best Information

These issues concern the ability of the government to access the best possible information that

is needed to make evidence-based decisions.

The mandatory long-form census and related research: The Liberal Party is already committed to restoring the mandatory long-form census. Are there other forms of research (in addition to the census) that should be conducted by the government?

Independent officers and advisers of parliament: Should we enhance the role of officers such as the Parliamentary Budget Officer or groups such as the National Statistics Council, and if so, how? Should we restore positions such as the National Science Advisor or groups such as the Law Commission of Canada and the Canadian Council on Learning that were abolished by the current government?

Access to confidential government information: How can we ensure that parliamentarians and officers of parliament have access to government information that is not available to citizens (eg, due to security concerns)?

Protecting arms-length bodies: The current government has largely destroyed the reputation of formerly respected bodies such as Rights and Democracy. How should such nonparliamentary bodies be protected from political interference?

Protecting civil society: The current government has attempted to muzzle as many dissenting voices within civil society (eg advocacy groups, research institutes) as possible by threatening or simply ignoring them. What should the relationship be between the government and civil society? How should the government decide which institutions to fund, if any?
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And even more can be found on Carolyn’s page on democratic reform.
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